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Pig production in the European Union (EU-15) - according to the 
market forecasts presented by the Member States - has fallen in 
the year 2000 by 2.1 % compared with 1999. By the end of the 
first half of 2001, production will decline by a further 15% 
compared with 2000. A glance at the figures for previous years, 
however, shows that pigmeat production is still at a fairly high 
level. The production result anticipated for 2000, for example is 
more than 8% higher than that of 1997. The situation' is 
confirmed by the development of the pig population: although the 
total pig population of EU-15 fell by 0.7 % in April/May/June of 
2000 compared with 1999, it is still higher than in 1997 (+2,5 %) 
The pig market is therefore still in a difficult situation. 
Pig production declines but remains at a high level 
Figure 1 shows the development of gross indigenous production 
(GIP) on the pig market from the 1 * quarter of 1997 to the 2nd 
quarter of 2001. 
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Figure 1: Gross indigenous production of EU-15 from the 1st quarter of 1997 to the 
2nd quarter of 2001 (in thousands of head) 
It is evident that in the 4th quarter of 1998, 
pigmeat production was almost 25% higher 
than in the second quarter of 1997. In general, 
it can be said that, pigmeat production is 
always at its highest level in the last quarter of 
the year. The changes in the GIP figures of 
each Member State (cf. table) show that pig 
production is on the decline especially in D, 
NL, A, S and UK1. The five biggest pigmeat 
producers in EU-15 are Denmark, Germany, 
Spain, France and the Netherlands. These 
five countries together account for over 72 % 
of the Community's overall pigmeat 
production. 
Downward trend in EU pig 
populations 
The pig population surveys in the EU Member 
States held in April and May/June 2000 show 
a slight decline compared with 1999 (-0,7 %). 
Nonetheless, the total of 122.6 million head 
still constitutes a high level. The sharpest 
declines in population were recorded in 
Austria, Sweden and the United Kingdom, 
whereas Spain increased its overall pig 
population by 7.3 %. The figures for the 
individual categories show that the 
populations of breeding pigs and breeding 
sows declined overproportionally. The number 
of boars also fell sharply. In Germany, the 
country with the biggest pig population in the 
EU, the number of boars fell by 13.4 %, 
compared with May 1999, to a total of 58 000 
head. These developments indicate that the 
pig population in the EU is continuing to 
decline. 
The EU with its 122.6 million head has about 
13 % of the world pig population of just under 
910 million according to the FAO. Asia has 
almost 60% of the total pig population with 
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Quelle: FAO; Eurostat 
Figure 2: World pig population 
August surveys substantially 
incomplete 
EU legislation require Member States to carry 
out pig surveys three times per year: in April, 
August and December. D, F, I, A and UK have 
been exempted from the August survey and 
count the pig population in April/May and 
November/December. These five countries 
account for just under 50% of the EU's overall 
pig population. Moreover, Member States 
whose pig population is less than 3 million 
head can apply to be exempted from the 
surveys of April and August. As a result of 
these exemption, the August survey has 
become substantially incomplete. The 
European Commission now has data for 
August from B, DK, E and NL only. The pig 
population of these four countries rose by 
1.6% in August (compared with the April 
survey) to about 55 000 head. A comparison 
with the previous year shows that pig stocks 
of these four countries fell by 1.2% (August 
1999 compared with August 2000). Further 
details can be obtained from the tables. 
Abbreviations for Member States: Β = Belgium, DK = 
Denmark, D - Germany, EL = Greece, E = Spain, F = France, 
IRL = Ireland, I = Italy, L = Luxembourg, NL = Netherlands, A 
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| EU-15 | EUR-11 Ι Β 
PIG POPULATION 
APRIL / MAY / JUNE 
1000 HEAD 
EFFECTIFS PORCINS 
AVRIL / MAI / JUIN 
1000 TETES 

































































































































































































































































































































































































PORCS A L'ENGRAIS (>50 KG) 
737 e 519 
762 e 545 
759 e 533 
­1.2 e 2,7 
3,4 e 5,1 
































PIGS FOR FATTENING (50­80 KG) 
4.111 3.051 430 1.300 
3.836 3.125 409 1.274 
4.371 3.104 396 1.338 
11,3 4,7 14,5 4,0 
­6,7 2,4 ­4,8 ­2,0 


















PORCS A L'ENGRAIS (50­80 KG) 
342 387 1.842 
357 381 1.664 
365 354 1.519 
13.7 5.9 
4,5 ­1,4 ­9,6 
2,1 -7.1 -8,7 



















PIGS FOR FATTENING (80­110 KG) 
2.577 2.465 164 1.030 
2.467 2.512 138 1.220 
2.587 2.403 133 1.311 
­1,6 4,7 19.0 7,3 
­4,3 1,9 ­15,9 18,4 


































































































































































ρ vorläufige Angabe 
e Eurostat Schätzung 
: unavailable 
ρ provisional data 
e estimated by Eurostat 
: donnée non disponible 
ρ donnée provisoire 
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NICHT GEDECKTE ZUCHTSAUEN 
198 439 832 
182 455 693 
169 433 790 
-5,7 6,6 0,3 
-7,7 3,6 -16,7 
-7,1 -4,8 13,9 
BREEDING SOWS NOT MATED TRUIES NON SAILLIES 
: nicht verfügbar 
ρ vorläufige Angabe 






































































































ρ provisional data 
e estimated by Eurostat 
: donnée non disponible 
ρ donnée provisoire 
e: estimé par Eurostat 
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MASTSCHWEINE (>110 KG) 
81 11 365 
351 9 
75 9 
7,3 10,0 -2,5 
332,9 -18,2 
­78,6 0,0 
: nicht verfügbar 
ρ vorläufige Angabe 
e Eurostat Schätzung 
















































































































































































ρ provisional data 


















































: donnée non disponible 
ρ donnée provisoire 

















S C H W E I N E B E S T A N D 
A U G U S T 















































DK GR IRL NL 


























NICHT GEDECKTE ZUCHTSAUEN 
187 451 825 
185 464 
175 478 
-4,3 3,9 -1,3 
-0,6 2,9 
-5,5 3,0 
: nicht verfügbar 
ρ vorläufige Angabe 

















































ρ provisional data 
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: donnée non disponible 
ρ donnée provisoire 













































































































12 MONATE (1.10 BIS 30.9) 
205.426 f 161.023 p 10.990 p 
210.132 f 166.962 f 11.326 f 
2,3 f 3,7 f 3,1 f 
22.480 ρ 39.938 ρ 
23.112 f 41.830 f 
2,8 f 4,7 f 
2.227 f 33.909 ρ 
2.193 f 35.620 f 
-7,5 f 5,0 f 




3.475 ρ 11.555 p 
3.486 p 11.757 p 
3.301 f 11.967 f 
0,3 ρ 1,7 ρ 
-5,3 f 1,8 f 
89 p 21.834 p 
103 f 23.449 f 











3.B46 ρ 15.849 p 
3.732 f 14.133 ρ 
12.791 f 



















56.415 ρ 44.378 ρ 
55.220 ρ 44.170 ρ 










5.934 ρ 10.500 
5.787 ρ 10.835 ρ 





















































































































































































-72,8 ρ %00/99 












48 534 ρ 
50.203 ρ 






































































































-73,8 ρ %00/99 



























































































: nicht verfügbar 
ρ vorläufige Angabe 
e Eurostal Schätzung 
f Voraus sch atz ung 
: unavailable 
ρ provisional data 








: donnée non disponible 
ρ donnée provisoire 
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